
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2023 

Welcome to our termly reading newsletter. Each 

term, we will recommend books from a range of 

genres and styles. 

Don’t forget to checkout our reading lists aimed at 

specific year groups. All are available on our 

website.  

The English Department  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

From the author of The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant comes another brilliant escapade. 
A thrilling adventure set in fictional Sri 
Lanka, jam-packed with peril and kidnap 
and a huge blue whale! 
 
Razi, a local fisher boy, is watching turtle 
eggs hatch when he sees a boat bobbing 
into view. With a chill, he notices a small, 
still hand hanging over the side… Inside is 
Zheng, who’s escaped a shipwreck and is 
full of tales of sea monsters and missing 
treasure. But the villains who are after 
Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, 
Shifa, too. And so begins an exhilarating 
adventure in the shadow of the biggest sea 
monster of them all… 
 
A story of hope, speaking up and the power of 
coming together in the face of hatred. 

The Boy Who Met A Whale   

Growing up  

Adventure    

Loss  

 

If you like Harry Potter, try one of these books!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  2023 

Until the Road Ends is the eagerly awaited new 
novel from the bestselling author of When the 
Sky The Times Children's Book of the Year, 
winner of a Books Are My Bag Readers Award, 
the British Book Award for Children’s Fiction 
and shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. 

When Peggy saves a stray dog from near-
death, a beautiful friendship begins. Peggy 
and Beau are the only thing that can ever 
come between them is war. Peggy is evacuated 
to the safety of the coast, but Beau is left 
behind in the city, where he becomes the most 
extraordinary and unlikely of war heroes. 

Night after night, as bombs rain down and 
communities are destroyed, Beau searches the 
streets, saving countless families. But then 
disaster strikes, changing Peggy’s life forever. 
With her parents killed, both she and Beau are 
left alone, hundreds of miles apart. But Beau 
has a plan to reunite them at long last . . . 

Until the Road Ends    

Historical    

Animals  

Adventure  

  

Trapped and alone on the salt marshes, 
Jodie is troubled by a haunting presence 
in this eerily atmospheric ghost story 
from multi-award-winning author 
Hilary McKay. 

Jodie never wanted to come on the 
residential trip to the field centre. A 
loner at school, she's forced into a 
dormitory with other girls from her 
class who don't understand her and talk 
about her behind her back. Even though 
they're not trying to be mean, Jodie feels 
excluded and miserable, and eventually 
escapes out onto the salt marshes in 
search of a little dog she can hear 
barking in the distance. But the salt 
marshes are dangerous and Jodie gets 
trapped by the incoming tide. Stuck in 
the sucking mud, will anyone even 
notice that she's gone? And where is the 
little dog that keeps barking so 
mournfully …? 

Jodie 

Short Story   

Ghost story  

Friendship  

  
Our summaries are taken from the 

Goodreads website 

ree:https://www.goodreads.com/ 

“The world 

seemed to stop in 

the final seconds 

as the truth finally 

hit him, only to 

then accelerate 

into a tornado of 

noise which 

tossed him off his 

feet and into a 

shop front some 

thirty feet away.” 
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The Taking of Jake Livingston meets Cemetery Boys in this YA ghost 
story about a Puerto Rican teen’s battle with a malevolent spirit 
targeting his apartment building and the all-too-real horrors of 
gentrification. 

It’s the summer before senior year, and Manny has just moved from 
Texas to the Bronx in New York. So, instead of hanging with his 
friends and making some spending money, Manny is forced to do 
menial tasks in his new home, a luxury condo his stepdad is 
managing, while stressing about starting over. 

Thankfully, he meets Sasha, who is protesting the building but turns 
out to be really cool. And he strikes up an unlikely friendship with 
Mr. Mueller, the building’s exterminator. Maybe life in the Bronx 
won’t be so bad. 

Then the nightmares begin. And Manny swears he has roaches 
crawling under his skin. When building contractors start to go 
missing, Manny and Sasha come to the terrifying realization that 
Mr. Mueller is not who he says he is. Or rather, he is, but he died 
decades ago in a fire exactly where Manny’s new building is located. 
A fire that Mueller set. 

Now, in a race against time, Manny must rescue his family from a 
deranged spectre determined to set the Bronx ablaze once again. 

Infested  

Horror    

Young Adult  - mature 

content 

Identity  

  

A student who reads is a 

student who succeeds.   

We love hearing about books 

you have read so let us know 

what book you think 

everyone should read! 

 

 

 


