
SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
COMPASSION – ASPIRATION – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – DETERMINATION – FAITHFULNESS – OPTIMISM – RECONCILIATION

FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Thank you for joining us for the latest edition of our 
Newsletter. Welcome to the season of Advent, the period of 
spiritual preparation for the joy of the Christmas period. 
This week, I asked all members of our school community to 
look forward in hope for Christmas and the joy it brings.

On the theme of joy, we are delighted to report that Miss 
Stobbs and Mr Weightman are celebrating the birth of their 
baby boy Ezra. We could not be happier for them, and we 
wish them all the very best as they embark on the next 
adventure of their lives – a world of sleepless nights and 
nappy-changing, but also, a world of joy and happiness too.

On Thursday evening, we were joined by last year's Year 11 
students and their families for our annual GCSE Certificate 
Evening. It was a wonderful evening, and it was so lovely to 
be joined by so many students and their families for their 
'moment' to celebrate their successes last year. It was also 
wonderful to have been joined by Dominic Penna, a former 
student, who is now the Senior Political Correspondent for 
The Telegraph. He spoke beautifully about the things he has 
taken from our school, his memories and the lessons he 
learned that prepared him for the rest of his life. From the 
school's point of view, we are so proud to see the man he 
has flourished into and to hear about the impact of our 
school in his life.
More next week... Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith!
Mr S Brogan, Headteacher

Important Dates:
• Last day of term – 

Friday 19th December 
2025 – closing at 
1.30pm

• Christmas break - 
Monday 22nd  
December 2025 – 
Friday 2nd January 2026

‘Inspiring ambition and 
excellence,

guided by Christ’

Telephone:
0115 9322896 

Email: 
schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Friday 5th 
December 2025
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
school. 

Respectful Communication Reminder:
We kindly remind all parents and carers of the importance of treating our staff with courtesy 
and respect, be that on the phone or in person. Our team is dedicated to supporting the 
learning, wellbeing and safety of every single student, and positive, respectful 
communication helps us work together effectively.

Last Day of Term – Friday 19 December 2025:
School will be closing at 1.30pm on Friday 19 December 2025, lunch will be early on this day. 
The school buses will be collecting students at 1.30pm, apart from the No.11 bus which will 
not be running that day, apologies for any inconvenience caused.
    

No. 11 Bus – Monday 15 – Friday 19 December 2025
& Monday 5 January 2026:
As Kirk Hallam Community Academy is closed Monday 
5 – Friday 19 December 2025 and Monday 5 January
2026, the No. 11 bus will not be running during that time,
therefore, students will need alternative transport during
that time. Apologies for any inconvenience caused.
     

Headlice:
We have been informed of a case of headlice in school, we ask that parents/carers check 
their child’s hair regularly and treat accordingly.
    

Lost Property:
Please be aware we have a lot of lost property in
our medical bay. If you recognise anything
in the photo, please send students to come
And collect before Friday 12th December 
(please ignore the sign on the table).
Any items not collected will be given to
charity.
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Message from Derbyshire Alert – Advice regarding WhatsApp and group 
settings:
We are aware of warnings circulating online regarding groups on WhatsApp encouraging 
users to add everyone they know to the group. These groups often contain explicit and 
harmful material.
   

Unfortunately, the default setting in WhatsApp allows anyone to add a number to a group 
chat, without needing permission. We advise disabling this option, here’s how:
    

Open WhatsApp and follow these steps :
Go to Settings
 • > Privacy
 • > Groups
 • > Under 'who can add me to groups', select ‘My contacts’

    

Although the minimum age for WhatsApp is set at 13+, we are aware that many children 
under 13 use WhatsApp. We advise parents/carers whose children use WhatsApp to check 
the settings on the app so that they cannot be added to groups by unknown third parties.
We also advise Parents/carers to talk to their children and advise them not to view the chat 
if they have been added to the group and to block, delete and report the group to 
WhatsApp via the platform reporting tool.
    

When talking to young people about online risk and challenges, it is best not to mention the 
names of groups or challenges, as it can prompt interest, encouraging the young person to 
seek out these groups and challenges.
It's also important that children understand that they should not be sharing or passing on 
information such as mobile phone numbers, email addresses, home addresses of others and 
the safety implications in relation to doing this.
    

Attached is some further great advice from our friends at Wake Up Wednesday (please see 
the next page)
    

** Parents, members of the public and schools are always welcome to reach out to 
cyber@derbyshire.police.uk regarding online safety, questions about warnings they have 
seen, and for any advice about cyber safety and fraud. **

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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Attendance Matters:
As we head into the Christmas build-up, excitement is definitely
growing around school — from festive activities to end-of-term
celebrations. It’s a lovely time of year, but it’s also important to
remember that regular attendance still matters. These final weeks
are full of valuable learning, routines, and opportunities that help
children finish the term feeling confident and prepared for January.

Quote of the Week
“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.” — Mark Twain
Wellbeing Tip
With the busy festive season approaching, try building a simple evening routine at home — 
a calm wind-down, a consistent bedtime, and a bit of preparation for the next day. It helps 
children feel settled, reduces morning stress, and supports good attendance right up to the 
end of term. If you need any support with attendance, please get in touch — we’re always 
here to help attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

A New Look for The Wellbeing 
Ambassadors:
The Wellbeing Ambassadors are now 
recognisable around school by their lovely, new, 
bright yellow lanyards! Students are encouraged 
to approach the wellbeing ambassadors if they 
are struggling with their wellbeing in school and 
need some friendly advice and support.
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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Christmas holidays Monday 22 December 2025 – Friday 2 January 2026

February half term Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2026

Inset Day (Trust) 4 Monday 23 February 2026

Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 TBC

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 TBC

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

Inset Day 5 TBC

Last day of term Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days (3 Inset days to 
be confirmed):
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