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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Welcome back to the latest edition of our Newsletter and a 
very Happy New Year to you all. I sincerely hope that you 
were able to enjoy some quality time together as families 
over the festive period and that you were able to enjoy each 
other's company.

It has been a difficult week in school with the weather and 
the disruption it has caused to routines. As we are in the 
'crazy weather' season, a reminder that parents and carers 
should always assume that school is open on any given day. 
We will always endeavour to notify parents and carers as 
close to 7am as possible if a school closure is necessary on 
health and safety grounds. These are always difficult 
decisions to make and a number of factors are considered.

This does feel an appropriate place to wish all of those going 
on the skiing trip all the very best and to wish them a safe 
return after a brilliant time away. They depart tomorrow and 
return next Saturday.

Finally, we are delighted to announce that Miss 
Sanderson's baby boy (Jaxon) arrived over the Christmas 
holidays. We are so happy that mother and baby are both 
doing well!

More next week... Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith!
Mr S Brogan, Headteacher

Important Dates:
• February Half Term - 

Monday 16 – Friday 20 
February 2026

• Inset day - Monday 23 
February 2026
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

Year 11 photographs – Monday 19 January 2026:
Year 11 will have their individual and year group photographs taken on Monday 19 January 
2026, please ensure that students are dressed in their full appropriate school uniform.

2026-2027 inset days:
The inset days for 2026-2027 have now been set, please see last page of newsletter for the 
confirmed dates.

For Year 11 students:
Do you attend a Modern Foreign Language school to
study an additional language e.g. Polish, Chinese?
If you would like to sit the GCSE examinations for that
subject in summer 2026, please speak to Mrs Morris,
Exams Officer to discuss.

Science News:
In the final week before half term Miss Turgoose introduced classes 7T2/Bi and 9T2/Ph to 
'I'm A Scientist Get Me Out of Here'. In this, the students were set homework to look into 
specific current scientists, in readiness for an online chat with them during our lesson.

The year 7 scientists were all based in jobs to do with cells, which is the topic we've been 
working on this term. This included scientists working on genetics 
and others on biopsies that help consultants to diagnose patients
and manage their conditions.

The Year 9 scientists came from jobs based on different energy sources - there were some 
really interesting scientists who joined this talk, including one who was a nuclear reactor 
decommissioner! Students in both groups thoroughly enjoyed their chats with the scientists, 
and said it gave them a deeper understanding and appreciation of jobs available to them 
when they leave school based on science.
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Alton Castle Trip:
Just before Christmas the year 7s, Miss Turgoose, Mr Carr, Miss Leverton and Rachel went 
on their residential to Alton Castle, a new venue for Saint John Houghton.

Whilst there we did sessions about Catholicism, the meaning of Christmas, including 
learning about the Jesse tree. We also attended a beautiful Mass where our students were 
involved in various roles including reading of scripture and prayers.
Alongside all of this we also went biking, on the low ropes, climbing, trekking and on 
nightline in the dark. The students were exhausted by the end of our 3 days, but we all had 
an absolutely brilliant (and very muddy) time!

Thank you to all of the students for their brilliant behaviour and to the staff who 
accompanied them on the trip too!

Please see the next few pages for some photos of the fun we had:
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Attendance Matters – A Fresh Start for the New Year:
As we begin a brand-new year, it’s the perfect time to reset, refocus, and build positive 
habits that will help every child thrive. One of the most important foundations for success 
is good school attendance. Each day in school provides valuable learning, social connection, 
and routine—key ingredients for progress and wellbeing.

After the winter break, returning to consistent attendance helps children settle back into 
structure, rebuild momentum, and feel confident in their learning. Even small 
improvements make a big difference over time.

Why Attendance Matters
• Every lesson builds on the last—missing days can make learning harder.
• Regular attendance supports friendships and emotional wellbeing.
• Good habits now lead to strong routines for the future.

Wellbeing Tip of the Week: Start small. Encourage your child to choose one simple, positive 
habit for the new year—such as getting their school bag ready the night before or going to 
bed 15 minutes earlier. Small steps create big change and help mornings feel calmer for 
everyone.

Quote of the week: "The secret of getting ahead is getting started." – Mark Twain
Let’s work together to make 2026 a year full of growth, resilience, and success. Thank you 
for your continued support in helping your child attend, engage, and achieve.
Remember the attendance team are here for you attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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Friends of SJH Coffee Morning:
On behalf of our Saint John Houghton Family may I take this
opportunity to wish all who support our Friends of SJH coffee
mornings a Happy New Year! We opened our doors to our
local community when we were asked to make a SYNOD
promise to be more of an outreaching church and with thanks
for the support given by you all we are still going strong, We
are making time to share dreams and making time to see old
friends and to meet new ones.
Year 7 students led a fabulous Coffee Morning in December
sharing their Chairty support, the latest Retreat to Alton Castle and we even had a few 
carols! Date for your diary:  Our next Coffee Morning will be on 24th April 2026 here in SJH 
at 11.30am - 12.30pm.

CAFOD Club:
Wanted:  Raffle prizes for SJH CAFOD raffle.  
Please leave donations in SJH Reception or in Church
with Mrs Leivers labelled “For Rachel CAFOD”.
Unwanted Christmas presents will be perfect! 
SJH CAFOD Club will be leading the Raffle for CAFOD. 
Tickets go on sale on January 12th at £1.00 cash for 5 tickets (one strip) and a virtue point.
You can buy your tickets from Rachel at break times and the CAFOD Club will be selling 
tickets in the Hall and in Tutor Time.
The CAFOD Raffle draw will take place at 9.00am on Friday 23rd January 2026.

Saint Anne's Knitting Group:
Come along and meet the gang! We will open our doors for you to meet us and enjoy a chat 
over knitting needles and a cup of tea at our usual meeting time and place:  Monday 7.00pm 
January 19th in Ilkeston Church house meeting room. Why not make it a New Year 
Resolution to learn a new skill, make a new friend and pick up those knitting needles! 
Crochet, Diamond Art, Sewing also welcome. Contact rrose@sjh.srscmat.co.uk for more 
details.  Under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  No charge for this gathering.
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Epiphany:
Thank you to all involved for the 
wonderful holy Mass in St Thomas 
School on Tuesday.  SJH School 
Captains were delighted to represent 
our school community and did a 
wonderful job for us.

Chaplain Retreat:
Thank you to all involved for making 
the Chaplain Retreat at Briars a great 
success.
You and your families were prayed for 
and we are all encouraged to make 
space for God in our souls.
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Faith in Action:
Session 2 reminder
12.01.26 
SJH meeting 3.15pm - 4.15pm Monday 
Parish Meeting  5.00pm - 6.30pm 
Contact rrose@sjh.srscmat.co.uk for more information.

First Holy Communion Preparation:
14th January 2026
6.00pm - 7.15pm
SJH.

Mind to be Merciful Café:
Friday 16th January 2026. Rachel, our School Chaplain, will be in SJH
Reception from 9.20am - 3.00pm to meet and greet, to offer
conversation and support. Light refreshments will be available.
Please pop for a chat, to put a face to the name. No appointment
necessary.  

Rosary for Peace:
Date:  23.1.26
Location:  SJH Chapel
Time:  8.20am and 8.45am 
For:  Staff, students, parents and carers, parishioners.  You do not need to be Catholic or 
understand or know this prayer to attend.  All Welcome.
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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February half term Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2026

Inset Day (Trust) 4 Monday 23 February 2026

Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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