
SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
COMPASSION – ASPIRATION – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – DETERMINATION – FAITHFULNESS – OPTIMISM – RECONCILIATION

FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter and thank 
you for reading once again. We are delighted that you have 
joined us to hear about what is going on in school.

First of all, thank you for your patience and understanding at 
the decision to close school last Friday. I usually write my 
Newsletter article on a Thursday and how ironic that the day 
after I was in the unenviable position of having to close 
school because of the weather. These are always extremely 
difficult decisions, and my default position is always that if it 
is safe to open the school, we will.

We are hearing that those on the Year 10 Ski Trip are having a 
fabulous time and they are really enjoying themselves. They 
arrive back tomorrow and we look forward to hearing 
their stories next week in school. We are also looking forward 
to Year 9 Parents' Evening next week, as our Year 9 students 
begin thinking about their options choices and the next stage 
of their education. As always, we will advise and guide them 
to the very best of our ability to make the right choices.

It is hard to believe that we have completed two weeks of 
this half term already. Our Year 11s have just 63 school days 
until the first GCSE exam in May. Time to 'lock in' Year 11!

More next week... Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith!
Mr S Brogan, Headteacher

Important Dates:
• February Half Term - 

Monday 16 – Friday 20 
February 2026

• Inset day - Monday 23 
February 2026

‘Inspiring ambition and 
excellence,

guided by Christ’

Telephone:
0115 9322896 

Email: 
schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Friday 16th 
January 2026
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

Year 11 photographs – Monday 19 January 2026:
Year 11 will have their individual and year group photographs taken on Monday 19 January 
2026, please ensure that students are dressed in their full appropriate school uniform.

Sharewear Charity:
In school we try to support multiple charities - one of the ones
we provide for is Sharewear. They offer free-of-charge
clothing choices to people who are in economic difficulty. As a
school we have supported them for a number of years, but
they are particularly low on clothing for boys.
If you have any high-quality clothing which you no longer 
require please do bring it in a bag to our school reception and
we will gladly donate it. Thank you so much in advance for
your anticipated support.

Confirmation at St Alban’s:
We will soon begin our next course for those who wish to prepare for and receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. The programme is open to those who are year 8 to year 11 (up 
to and including 16 years of age). The sessions will generally take place on Wednesday 
evenings at St Alban’s Church in Chaddesden. If you are interested, then please contact St 
Alban’s parish office on 01332 672914 or email
Stalbansoffice@dioceseofnottingham.uk before Wednesday 21st January to register your 
interest.
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Carousel: 
The English department would like to praise students for completing their Carousel 
homework. Our plan this year is for students to complete 50 quiz questions a term. By the 
end of this term, they should be at 150 questions in total. 
A quick reminder that students should be using Carousel 'a little often'. They should only be 
doing quizzes of a maximum of 10 questions at a time. If they do more than that, then the 
quizzing isn't effective.  Thank you.
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Curriculum Leaders have recognised the following 
students for their hard work in their subjects. Well Done!ROLL OF HONOR

Subject Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Maths Lucas M Ruby G George A Darcie C Amy-May H

English Jarvis H Kobby AB Emily D Matilda G John G

Science Ava F Anthony M Jacob M Alicia K Danielle M

Theology / RE Ollie C Lydia W Lily R Magdelena A Mishel C

Geography Sofia A Elsie SR Oscar T Chevin G Dawn M

History Joseph R Eliza Z Gabriella W Oscar R Summer P

Music Megan L Isla T Aleksandra S Alice C Bethany DR

Computing / 

Business
Noah M

Imogen-Grace 

C
Isla T

iMedia:

Somto N

Business:

Samuel F

iMedia:

Mary F

Business:

Nieve C

MFL
Spanish:

Noah S

French:

Elisia T

Spanish:

Matilda H

French:

Charlie A

Spanish:

Jack B

French:

Matilda C

Spanish:

Kayla N

French:

Nancy W

Design Leo M Oscar B Ava M

DT:

Solomon M

Engineering:

Aleksander Z

Art:

Kornelia O

Food:

Imogen K

DT:

Hollie-Ann P

Engineering:

Maximilian P

Art:

Hallie B

Food:

Emilie F
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Roll of honour from Year Leaders:
The following students have been recognised by their KS3 or KS4 Leader. Well done to these 
students.

KS3:
Year 7: Noah G - for his work effort in lessons
Year 8: Anthony M - brilliant effort all round all week including his homework
Year 9: Kaiya C - for her never ending work ethic and her manners around school

KS4:
Year 10: Corey S - for his effort in all his lessons
Year 11: Kayla N - for her consistent effort

The Saint John Houghton Award:
Hanna D in year 8 has been nominated by staff for this week’s St John Houghton Award, she 
has been nominated for her determination to succeed and guarding her faith.
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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February half term Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2026

Inset Day (Trust) 4 Monday 23 February 2026

Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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2025-2026 School holidays and Inset days:
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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