
SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
COMPASSION – ASPIRATION – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – DETERMINATION – FAITHFULNESS – OPTIMISM – RECONCILIATION

FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter and thank 
you for reading once again.

We are so grateful to those of you who take such an active 
interest in our school and join us week-in and week-out to 
hear about the life of our school and our terrific students.

Our Year 11 students are now halfway through their last set 
of Mock Exams before the 'real thing' in May and June. We 
are really proud of them and their efforts this week and the 
determination they have shown to persevere this week. This 
is always a challenging time for any group of Year 11s, but we 
could not be more proud of their efforts. Well done Year 11!

The second to last week of any term is always a challenge, as 
the end of the half term is 'just out of reach' so I sincerely 
hope that our students and staff are looking forward to the 
end of next week and the rest that half term brings. Hopefully 
some warmer, more pleasant weather is just around the 
corner too. I'm sure I saw some blue sky on Wednesday 
lunchtime this week, even if it was just a fleeting glimpse!

I will remind you now that the first day after the half term 
break (Monday 23 February 2026) is an INSET Day where we 
will be focussing on the needs of our SEND students.

More next week... Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith!
Mr S Brogan, Headteacher

Important Dates:
• February Half Term - 

Monday 16 – Friday 20 
February 2026

• Inset day - Monday 23 
February 2026

• Year 8 parents evening 
– Wednesday 25 
February 2026

• Year 9 options evening 
– Thursday 5 March 
2026 – further 
information to follow

‘Inspiring ambition and 
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

No. 11 bus – Friday 13 February 2026:
Kirk Hallam Community Academy will be closed on Friday 13 February 2026, therefore the 
no. 11 bus will not be running on this day. Students will need to find alternative travel 
arrangements, apologies for any inconvenience caused.

Half term – Monday 16 to Friday 20 February 2026:
School will be closed Monday 16 to Friday 20 February 2026 for the half term break.

Inset day – Monday 23 February 2026:
School will be closed to all students on Monday 23 February 2026 due to an inset day. 
School will reopen on Tuesday 24 February 2026.

Year 11 Photograph Orders:
A polite reminder that the closing date for free delivery back to school is Tuesday 
10th February 2026 for the Year 11 photographs. Order through the Tempest website using 
the unique reference number that is on the paper order forms by visiting www.tempest-
orders.co.uk If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest 
on 01736 751555 (option 5).

Job Opportunity: Exam Invigilators:
We are currently looking for casual exam invigilators. Please see the link for more 
information and to apply: Exam Invigilator at Saint John Houghton Catholic Voluntary 
Academy, Ilkeston, Derbyshire | MyNewTerm

PTA update - School lottery:
Thank you to all parents/carers who have supported the PTA with being part of the school 
lottery. Due to other commitments the PTA has now disbanded, therefore the school lottery 
will no longer run. Parents/carers who were part of the lottery will have a received an email 
and any monies paid will be refunded. 
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Attendance Matters – Week 5
We’re now in Week 5 of our Attendance Matters focus, and this week we’re shining a light 
on momentum. When pupils build a rhythm of arriving each day, it strengthens their 
confidence, their friendships, and their sense of belonging. Even on the mornings that feel a 
bit tougher, showing up keeps that momentum going.

Quote of the Week: 
“Progress is progress, no matter how small — keep moving forward.”

Wellbeing Tip of the Week: 
Try a transition moment in the morning. A favourite breakfast, a quick chat, or a short walk 
can help your child shift from ‘home mode’ to ‘school mode’. These tiny rituals help 
mornings feel smoother and more predictable. 

Thank you for helping us keep attendance strong. 
Every day your child is in school makes a real difference to their journey.
We are here for you.
attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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Sharewear:
Thank you for the Sharewear 
donations. You are welcome to contact 
Sharewear and deliver any 
clothing. Please can you only donate SJH 
uniform and PE kits until we have 
delivered and sorted the clothing we 
have. Your support is appreciated.  
Thank you.

Thank You…:
…to our Senior Students who 
go above and beyond to 
support our school family.
Year 7-9 perhaps you could 
make it your aim to become a 
Student Leader in Yr 10?
Could you find out the name 
of our Senior Students?  
Whilst I was praying this 
week I thought about the 
Disciples and how they were 
called by name. Can you 
think of any connections 
here? If God had a nick name 

for you what would it be? Virtue points for anyone who takes the time to email me their 
Nick Name. Parents and Carers - do you relate to the Nick Name, 'Son's of Thunder?’ 
rrose@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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Half-Term Open Day:
Join The Manor Foundation at Ilkeston Town FC on Thursday 19th February, 10am–3pm, for 
a fun-filled community day. Enjoy free football coaching, penalty shootouts, walking football, 
bike checks, kids-eat-free offers, and a guided walk to Bennerley Viaduct—plus prizes and 
emergency service displays. More info: enquiries@manorfoundation.org.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@manorfoundation.org.uk


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
NEWS FROM THE AREA

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Fearless Campaign:
Crimestoppers is urging anyone who has information about knife crime, the storage of 
knives, or individuals involved in serious violence to get in touch anonymously. No matter 
how small the information may seem, it could make a real difference in keeping Derbyshire’s 
communities safe.
For young people, Crimestoppers also offers Fearless.org, its dedicated youth service. 
Fearless is a 100% anonymous online platform designed to empower young people to speak 
out about crime without fear. Young people can access information, advice and submit 
information safely and anonymously, without ever having to give their name or speak to the 
police.

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fFearless.org&c=E,1,evOVYc2u3Q2qRymx0hyCz_Xm6m92H6_MIwHbDYvyf3E73a5P_AVbQjtqGGfn5MhZ6sGtFPzQwY7LnN8ohbWUSRzaFEhUMZsISwJZrNDNc7qlkHFU5ME,&typo=1&ancr_add=1


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
CHAPLAINCY

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
CHAPLAINCY

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
CHAPLAINCY

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
CHAPLAINCY

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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February half term Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2026

Inset Day (Trust) 4 Monday 23 February 2026

Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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