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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Thank you to everyone who attended the Year 9 Options Evening.

 It was wonderful to see so many families engaging with the next 

steps in students’ learning journeys. Making decisions about the 

future is never easy but we will support all our Year 9 students to 

navigate this stage of their education. The deadline for making 

choices is Wednesday 25th March 2026 and these will then be 

processed by the team in school. If you have questions about the 

process please contact school who pass on your query to the 

relevant people to respond. 

Well done to our Year 11 students who have completed their MFL 

speaking mock exams.  Your hard work and commitment are 

recognised and appreciated. In addition, good luck to all our GCSE 

Food students, who will begin their real GCSE practical exams next 
week. We know you’ll do brilliantly.

Next week, we have our second 'Educate Against Hate', exploring 

the important theme of diversity. The Celebration of the word will 

focus on celebrating our differences and how that brings joy and 

opportunities into so many lives. 

As we end the 3rd week of Lent it is also a point of reflection for 

ourselves. Pope Leo has asked us to "disarm" our language by 

fasting from harsh words, promoting listening, and fostering 

community. Something for us to carry into next week.

Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith! 
Mr S Brogan
Headteacher

Important Dates:

• Easter Holidays: 
Monday 30 March – 
Friday 10 April 2026

‘Inspiring ambition and 
excellence,

guided by Christ’

Telephone:
0115 9322896 
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schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Friday 6th

March 2026
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

Uniform Reminder:
A reminder to parents about our uniform and appearance policy, as we have recently seen 
an increase in students wearing false nails. Please note that false nails, gel nails, and any 
form of nail polish are not permitted. Nails must always be natural. The same applies to hair 
colour, only natural shades are allowed.

Parking Reminder:
Please be mindful that Abbott Road is a residential street, and we ask
parents/carers to park sensibly and with consideration for our 
neighbours.
Parking spaces directly outside the school are for staff only. When
driving near the school, especially during busy times, please do so
carefully and considerately, as many students are walking in the area.
Thank you for helping keep everyone safe.

Children and Phone Safety – NSPCC:
       The NSPCC’s guidance on children, mobile phones and
       online safety is a useful resource for parents to draw on. It
       addresses one of the most common questions schools are
       asked: when is a child ready for a phone, and how can
       families manage the risks?
       The guide offers balanced, practical advice on readiness,
       boundary-setting, parental controls, and ongoing
       conversations about safe and responsible use. This 
resource can help reinforce consistent messages between home and school, reduce anxiety, 
and support a shared approach to online safety.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-
safety/
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Attendance Matters:
Welcome to Week 2. This week we’re focusing on the real-life
benefits of steady attendance — the things children feel straight
away. Being in school each day helps them keep up with
classwork, stay connected with friends, and avoid the stress of
catching up later. It’s the small, everyday moments that make
the biggest difference.
Quote of the Week
“Show up for today — tomorrow will thank you.”
Wellbeing Tip of the Week
Try a five-minute tidy-and-talk in the evening. While your child gets their bag or uniform 
ready, have a quick chat about their day. It keeps things calm, organised, and helps them feel 
supported without it becoming a big sit-down conversation.
Thank you for helping your child build strong habits. These little routines really do make 
school feel easier and more manageable.
We are here for you. attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
Parent Support Webinars for Exam Preparation  We know that the upcoming exam season 
can feel overwhelming for both students and families. To help, we’re sharing a series of free 
support webinars designed specifically for parents and carers. These sessions offer practical 
advice on revision routines, managing stress, and supporting your child’s wellbeing during 
exam preparation.
You can join using the links below:
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exam-stress-families
https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/exams-families
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First Holy Communion:
Date for your diary:  Our First Holy Communion children and families will be sharing an 
update of their journey so far, the weekend of Saturday 25th April and Sunday 26th April 
during the Mass. 
Session 6:  SJH 6.00pm - 7.15pm 22.04.26 Fr Paul will be attending.
Session 7:  SJH 6.00pm - 7.15pm 13.05.26 Small change donations to Missio welcome.
First Holy Communion Rehearsals: 20th, 21st, 22nd May.
First Holy Communion Dates: 6th & 7th May, 13th &14th May, 20th & 21st May 

Chaplaincy:
Here in Saint John Houghton we pray 
three times a day. During Lent all are 
offered a little bit more time and space 
to turn back to God. You are welcome 
to use these 'One Minute A Day' sheets 
to support your family during Lent.
Please encourage your child to speak to 
me and use the Chapel during Lent so 
they may grow in faith.

8.45am Mass in SJH:
On behalf of the SJH family may I take 
this opportunity to thank Fr Paul for 
celebrating a beautiful Mass in our 
Chapel in Lent. A special thanks to Ava, 
Matilda, Tilly and Lucy who joined us 
along with members of 9J, and we had 
several staff and parishioners and 
Cathy Gabriel too. With thanks to Paula 
and team who prepared a great 
breakfast for us - just what was 
required to be 'sent out' to make our 
world a better place.

Star of the Week: Thayonita R who has gone above and beyond with her service, positive 
attitude and support. Thank you Thayonita.
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Lent:
During Lent, we are challenged to look three ways.

We look UP to God by adding more prayer into our daily life.

We look IN to our hearts and reducing something in our life so that we can see what is 

important.

We look OUT to others and see how we can help those in need.

We do this through the practice of the three pillars of Lent, which are prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving.

The Big Lent Walk:
God is good!  We have been blessed with sunshine as we step 
out, counting our steps, for The Big Lent Walk, supporting 
CAFOD and one another.
Well done Yr 11 who are leading the way.
The Word of the Week next week is Almsgiving: Your Mission:  
Find a way to give something to charity or to someone in need 
this week. Please can you donate an Easter Egg for our Easter 
Egg tombola (see poster on next page), all profit goes to CAFOD 
and Missio. Thank you!

Outstanding pupil:  Maxwell A-O, well done and may God bless 
you for all you do.
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Curriculum Leaders have recognised the following 
students for their hard work in their subjects. Well Done!ROLL OF HONOR

Subject Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Maths Maia R Ava G Jasmine H Aleksander Z Ruby M

English Noah M Lauren M Abigail W Isaac T Jamie M

Science Bailey S Maxwell OA Harrison B Joshua K Joshua F

Theology / RE Lewis R Lydia W Joseph F Matilda C Evie H

Geography Archie P Poppy Z Isabella T Amelia SJ Charlie BM

History Arlo S Elisia T George W Grace Q Gabriella H

Music Victoria M Isabella F Ava M Aaron V Harry B

Computing / 

Business
Joshua T Hanna D Fraser HG

iMedia:

Matthew M

Business:

Geavannah FH

iMedia:

Mary F

Business:

Oscar H

MFL
Spanish:

Lilly-Jean M

Spanish:

Penelope S

French:

Oscar B

Spanish:

Thomas C

French:

Eva P

Spanish:

Kalma H

French:

Robyn R

Spanish:

Ethan G

French:

Isla F

PE /

Health & 

Social Care

Leo D Amelia C George M

PE:

Dean Y

GCSE PE:
Jack T

H&S Care:

Cora G

PE: 

Julia H

GCSE PE:

Casey E

H&S Care:

Emily L

Sports Studies:

Ifi T

Design Noah H James A Ava R

DT:

Kyrillos A

Engineering:

Alexander M

Art:

Oliver J

Food:

George Q

DT:

Harry W

Engineering:

Nazim G

Art:

Antonia L

Food:

Connor H
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SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
Roll of honour from Year Leaders:
The following students have been recognised by their KS3 or KS4 Leader. Well done to these 
students.

KS3 Miss Turgoose:
Year 7 - Ollie C for his brilliant enthusiasm for school life
Year 8 - Xavier F for his brilliant manners and effort both in and out of lessons
Year 9 - Sebastian K for his fantastic effort across all subjects in school

KS4 Mr Ritchie:
Year 10 - Zain AJ for his hard work and effort in lessons 
Year 11 - Ifi T for an excellent Year. Showing excellence and determination 

The Saint John Houghton Award:
Connor H in year 11 has been nominated by staff for this week’s St John Houghton Award. 
He has been nominated for striving for excellence and for supporting the school football 
team throughout his years at school.
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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USEFUL LINKS
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Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026

SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
DATES FOR THE DIARY

2025-2026 School holidays and Inset days:
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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