
SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
COMPASSION – ASPIRATION – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – DETERMINATION – FAITHFULNESS – OPTIMISM – RECONCILIATION

FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

As we move through March there are some signs of spring on 
the horizon and a few days in school with the sun shining has 
lifted us all.

Congratulations to the Year 8 boys football team, this week 
who put up a valiant effort in their match against Heanor 
Gate School. Despite playing their hearts out and it still being 
0-0  at half time they lost - but well played!

In Year 11 Food and Nutrition, students have been cooking up 
a storm in their actual GCSE practical exams. Staff have been 
tasting and evaluating with puddings high on everyone’s 
favourites list.

Adam Thompson MP also visited us last Friday and spent 
time in the school chapel with Rachel and some of our 
students. They were looking at our outreach work as a school 
in the local parishes  - more in our chaplaincy section.

Finally, we also focussed on celebrating diversity in our school 
Celebration of the word., this week. Giving thanks for the 
uniqueness of humanity.

Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith! 
Mr S Brogan
Headteacher

Important Dates:

• Easter Holidays: 
Monday 30 March – 
Friday 10 April 2026
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

     Uniform Reminder:
     A reminder to parents about our uniform and appearance 

    policy, as we have recently seen an increase in students 
     wearing false nails. Please note that false nails, gel nails, and 

    any form of nail polish are not permitted. Nails must always 
    be natural. The same applies to hair colour, only natural 

shades are allowed.

Lunch Accounts:
Please ensure that students’ meal accounts are topped up and that any outstanding 
balances are cleared on School Gateway as soon as possible. 

Reception Opening Hours:
Please be aware that from W/C 23 March 2026, our
reception opening hours will be changing slightly. 
Reception will be open from 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday 
to Thursday and will close at 3:30pm on Fridays.

Year 9 Vaccinations Monday:
Please be aware that Year 9 students who have consent, will be receiving their teenage 
booster vaccinations in school on Monday. If possible, please ensure your child comes to 
school wearing a short-sleeved school shirt rather than a long sleeve shirt under their 
blazers.
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Year 9 Netball Tournament: 
On Thursday last week, two year 9 netball teams 
played in the Erewash Schools netball tournament. 
The results were as follows: 
• SJH red 2nd place 
• SJH black 4th place 

Congratulations to all of the girls who played 

Year 7 and 8 Sportsahall:
On Tuesday we entered 4 teams into the Erewash 
schools sportshall athletics competition. The results 
were as follows: 
• Yr 7 girls – 3rd 
• Yr 7 boys – 2nd 
• Yr 8 girls – 1st 
• Yr 8 boys 1st 

Well done to all teams, especially the Yr 8 girls and 
boys who will now progress on to represent Erewash 
at the Derbyshire Schools final in April. 

UK Champion:
A massive well done to Summer B in year 8 who last 
weekend took part in the U15 UK indoor athletics 
championships. Summer took part in the pentathlon 
event. She had an amazing day and took 1st place 
making her U15 National champion. This is an 
amazing achievement as Summer is only 13 years old. 
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Attendance Matters:
Theme: “The Power of One Day”
This week, let’s strip it right back.
Not “perfect attendance”. Not “every day, no matter what”. Just one day. Today.
Every single day in school is one more:
• Inside joke with a friend they’d have missed.
• “Ohhh, I get it now” moment in a lesson.
• Smile or check-in from an adult who actually knows their name and story.
It’s never just a register mark. It’s a tiny brick in who they’re becoming.

Quote of the Week
“One day can change the story.”

This Week’s Mini Challenge
The “No Drama Morning” Challenge
Pick one morning this week and try this:
• Step 1 – Decide tonight:  “Tomorrow is our no-drama morning.”
• Step 2 – Prep in 5 minutes: Bag by the door, shoes ready, uniform out.  No big speeches. 

Just quiet preparation.
• Step 3 – One sentence in the morning:  On the way out, try: “Let’s just get today done. 

Future us will be glad we did.”

That’s it. No perfection. Just one calmer morning, one solid day in school.
Thank you for showing up for the “ordinary” days — they’re the ones that secretly change 
everything.
We’re here if you need us: attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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Measles: Key Information:
There has been a significant rise in measles cases across England, with outbreaks 
particularly affecting unvaccinated children including those in schools and early years 
settings.
Measles is a highly infectious viral illness that can spread rapidly in educational settings 
through coughing, sneezing, and close contact. It typically begins with cold-like symptoms, 
followed by a rash a few days later.
The MMR/MMRV vaccine is the most effective way to protect children and staff, and to 
control the spread of measles. 
Please see the following information from DCC’s Health Protection Team:
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Ambassadors of HOPE:
SRSCMAT asked us to look at Modern
Day Slavery and take action.  Felix,
Maxwell and Evie-Mae took the lead
and prepared a reflection with
Catholic Social Teaching in mind.
Rights and Responsibilities.  Human
Rights, Protection, Right to life. 
Let's journey together:  to one
another, to our families and to the
larger society, so all have the right to
life.  Please read the Scripture: 
Love is the greatest:  1 Corinthians
13:1-13 

Pope Quote:  In human society one man's natural right gives rise to a corresponding duty on 
other men; the duty, that is, of recognizing and respecting that right. Every basic human 
right draws its authoritative force from the natural law, which confers it and attaches to it its 
respective duty. Hence, to claim one's rights and ignore one's duties, or only half fulfil them, 
is like building a house with one hand and tearing it down with the other.  (St John XX111- 
Pacem in Terris)
Take time to reflect on these questions:
How can your actions reflect the message of this scripture?
How can this passage help you to know what true love is all about?
Maturity does not lead us to run away from the World and it's structures. Instead, when we 
are dealing with that part that resists what is new, we are creative and inventive in everyday 
relationships.
How can we place ourselves at the service of others?
How can we treat all persons with justice and equality?
How can we show God's love in our everyday relationships with each other?
Our existing social system now finds itself in tension with the community ideal. Our new 
relationship with God to live the Gospel we cannot avoid the tensions of an imperfect 
World.
Mission: Please follow CAFOD and watch their videos.
Please read the Just Now Magazine.
The Briars Team suggest we watch the film: 12 Angry Men. Let us know if you do!
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Continued…
Our Ambassadors of Hope invited our MP into 
school to have a 'Pope Francis Style Meeting' 
and invited some Faith in Action and Year 7 
Team Chaplaincy students to join in.
Student Voice: I am really grateful to have been 
part of this meeting, to be honest, before the 
meeting I had very little information about 
Modern Slavery and didn't even know my MP.  
Now I have met Dr Adam Thompson, and I have 
learnt so much about the wider world and how 
good people can find themselves in dangerous 
situations and I believe Adam is working hard 
for a just and safe

Chaplaincy INSET Day:
May I take this opportunity to thank all involved 
for leading and delivering the Chaplaincy INSET day 
this Monday. With special thanks to Fr Simon who 
celebrated a beautiful Mass.
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CAFOD The Big Lent Walk:
Year 11 and SJH Sound and Light Crew are taking the lead with the steps for justice.
Are you hungry for change and can you join us on Monday - we will be leaving SJH at 1:45pm 
meeting by Reception and will return in time for teaching and learning - bring a coat!
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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