
SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
COMPASSION – ASPIRATION – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – DETERMINATION – FAITHFULNESS – OPTIMISM – RECONCILIATION

FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

This week has brought some warm spring sunshine that 
hopefully marks a turning point in the year. We are still Easter 
people and hope that the love of Christ will move all peoples 
to do the right thing. As Pope Leo has said this week in his 
trip to Africa ‘with the grace of Christ, let us begin today to 
build a year of peace’.

Thank you for supporting the school whilst we navigate this 
difficult time. After much planning with my Senior Leadership 
Team, I have decided that we can remain open to all Year 11 
during any remaining industrial action. 
If you are a Parent/Carer of a Year 11 student then please 
respond to the email which was sent on Wednesday 22 April 
to support with this endeavour.

Next week school life will return to normal and hopefully the 
weather will stay on our side too. 

Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith! 
Mrs Christina Hartharn
Acting Headteacher

Important Dates:

• Year 7 Parents Evening 
TBC

• During any Industrial 
action, school closed 
to Years 7,8,9 & 10 – 
Open to Y11 every day. 

‘Inspiring ambition and 
excellence,

guided by Christ’
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

Parking Reminder for Parents and Carers:
We kindly remind parents and carers that the staff car park is for
staff use only, and should not be used for dropping off or collecting
students during busier times. During the exam period our Invigilators 
also attend school which makes the car park area busier. 

To help keep everyone safe, we ask that parents and carers drop off
and collect students during the busier times, on other roads near to 
school using safe and considerate parking and not blocking driveways.
Thank you for your cooperation and continued support in helping us maintain a safe school 
environment for all.

Exam Invigilator Vacancies:
We currently have vacancies for Exam Invigilators to support our examinations. This role is 
ideal for someone reliable and organised who is looking to support students during exam 
periods. Full details and application information are available via MyNewTerm using the link 
below:
Exam Invigilator at Saint John Houghton Catholic Voluntary Academy, Ilkeston, Derbyshire | 
MyNewTerm
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Year 8 Sportshall Athletics 
competition:
On Thursday 16th April a team of 
Year 8 boys and girls completed at 
the Derbyshire School Sportshall 
Athletics Competition. There were 
8 schools completing from all the 
districts in Derbyshire. It was a 
fantastic event with some 
excellent performance from our 
students. The girls team came in 
3rd place and took the bronze 
medal. Well done all.
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Dancing on the World Stage:
We are incredibly proud to celebrate a fantastic 
achievement! Jess T recently represented her dance 
team, Notts Hot Shots, competing with her team Reign 
at the World Championships.
Among more than 20 international teams, they 
progressed through to the semi-finals and finals, 
finishing an impressive 7th in the world. A truly 
outstanding accomplishment, well done!
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Well done to everyone for completing questions this term on Carousel!
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Parish Ambassadors:
Thank you to Fr Paul for joining in prayer with all 
the Bishop's in England and Wales at 4.30pm last 
Sunday. It was a beautiful hour and a good 
opportunity for our Parish Ambassadors to grow in 
faith and friendship with God. Life is a gift. More 
thanks to Saint Anne's Knitting Group who gave 
the beautiful blanket to Fr Paul who will give it to a 
new baby to welcome them into the world. A new 
baby: a miracle from God, untainted by the world. 
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026

SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
DATES FOR THE DIARY

2025-2026 School holidays and Inset days:

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
DATES FOR THE DIARY

Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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