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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Readers,

Mr. Steve Brogan is currently supporting another school 
within the Trust. During this period, I will be serving as Acting 
Headteacher. Please be assured that it is very much business 
as usual. Our commitment to providing a stable, high-quality 
learning environment for all pupils remains unchanged, and 
our day-to-day operations will continue as normal. 

As the term comes to an end, we have said goodbye to two 
members of our incredibly valuable support team. Miss 
Boswell part of the pastoral team and Ms Loynes in finance. 
They have both worked incredibly hard to serve our young 
people and families at SJH and they will be very much missed. 
They are moving onto pastures new, wishing them well with 
their new roles.

I would like to extend my thank to all our families in 
supporting your children this week, due to our closure on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Please be assured that any pupil 
not able to complete work that may have been set by school, 
will not be disadvantaged on their return to school.  

I hope that you find time to have a Happy Easter, with plenty 
of chocolate eggs, when it arrives. As Catholics we asked to 
say ‘Alleluia’ – Praise the Lord – to celebrate the resurrection 
on Easter Sunday!
Garde ta Foi! Guard your Faith! 
Mrs Christina Hartharn
Acting Headteacher

Important Dates:

• Easter Holidays: 
Monday 30 March – 
Friday 10 April 2026

• Year 7 Parents Evening 
Wednesday 22nd April.

‘Inspiring ambition and 
excellence,

guided by Christ’

Telephone:
0115 9322896 

Email: 
schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Friday 27th

March 2026
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Nut Allergies: 
We have several students within school who have severe nut allergies.
We aim to be a nut free school and kindly remind parents/carers and
students that nuts and food containing nuts must not be brought into
School.

Lunch Accounts:
Please ensure that students’ meal accounts are topped up and that any outstanding 
balances are cleared on School Gateway as soon as possible. 

Reception Opening Hours:
Please be aware that from W/C 23 March 2026, our reception
opening hours will be changing slightly. 
Reception will be open from 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday to
Thursday and will close at 3:30pm on Fridays.

Food menus:
Please see below link to the school food menus starting on Monday 13 April 2026:
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2026/03/SRS-New-Menu-Secondary-1.pdf

Year 8 Football:
On Wednesday the 18th of March, a selection of the year 8 football team took part in a 
tournament at Kirk Hallam School. The boys showed great skill, grit and determination and 
came out winners of the tournament, unbeaten in every game!
Mr Thomson was unable to attend, due to Year 11 parent's evening, so Miss Davies and 
Harry F stepped into the breach as Caretaker and Assistant Manager, leading the team to 
victory. In a post-match interview, Miss Davies said, "Myself and Mr Thomson had discussed 
tactics prior to the game, but I think it was my leadership that got the boys over the line. We 
even witnessed a goal from kick off and was thanks to the confidence I installed in the boys“.
The boys involved were:- Oscar T, Ewan T, Michal N, Dexter B, Jacob H, Jasper M, Ruben H 
and Finn W.
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School Uniform:
Could all parents ensure that students return after Easter in the correct school uniform. All 
students will be checked on the first day back and parents contacted if any part of their 
appearance or uniform does not adhere to the school policy which is outlined below:

All uniform should be worn correctly: Shirts tucked in, skirts at full length 
• School Blazer: Maroon for Years 7 to 11, blazer to be worn
 at all times
• Plain short or long sleeve white shirt – No turned up
sleeves, tucked in at all times
• Clip on school tie
• Black V-neck jumpers may be worn during term 2 to 4 but
are not permitted during term 1, 5 & 6 (no black jumpers
after the Easter break)
• Black trousers of a smart tailored fit. No jeans/leggings
jeggings/skinny fit or cropped trousers to be worn
• Black dropped waist pleated skirt to be worn at the
appropriate length. No belts to be worn and skirts must not
be rolled up
• Black tailored shorts may be worn, for term 5 & 6 only
• Plain black socks or black tights only (minimum 40 denier) 
• Black leather flat shoes. Boots/sandals not to be worn. No air bubbles in the sole. 
• Outdoor coat. No denim or leather jackets. Hoodies, tracksuit tops or tech fleeces are not 
permitted 
 
Physical Education Kit 
• Years 8 – 11 - School sports top or plain red polo shirt with optional school logo 
• Year 7 - School sports top with optional school logo 
• School red PE hoodie (optional) or plain red sweatshirt with optional school logo 
• Plain black appropriate length shorts, or plain black leggings/tracksuit bottoms (small logo 
permitted).  Cycling shorts are not permitted 
• Black football socks or white sports socks 
• Indoor trainers. No crocs allowed 
• Suitable outdoor trainers during winter/cross country 
• Football boots and optional shin pads 
• Optional Rugby shirt
• Mouth guards are optional for contact sports
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All uniform and kit can be purchased from the following suppliers: 
• Hamiltons: 41 Granby Street, Ilkeston, DE7 8HP (0115 932 6333)
• Morleys: 116 – 118 Bramcote Avenue, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 4DR (0115 925 8046)
• Morleys: 446 Nottingham Road, Chaddesden, Derby DE21 6PE (01332 281311)
   

Appearance 
Jewellery 
• One close fitting ring only to be worn on hand
• One watch
• No upper ear or facial piercings to be worn. One small plain nose stud may be worn.
• One pair of close-fitting plain stud earrings in the lobe of the ear
• Bracelets are not permitted to be worn 
• One necklace may be worn under shirts, they must be removed for practical lessons
Make Up 
• Light foundation and mascara are allowed
• Eyebrows should be of natural shape or colour
Nails 
• No nail polish
• No gel nails
• No acrylic or false nails
• Natural nails only
Hair 
• Students’ hair should be no shorter than a number 2
• Shaved sections are not permitted
• Hair colour must be natural with natural looking highlights allowed (no bright colours eg 
red, green, purple, pink, blue)
• No tramlines or patterns cut in the hair are permitted
• Only a plain headband or bobble should be worn
• Hair fashions such as flowers/bright and bold hair clips are not permitted
• Long hair must be tied back for PE and practical subjects
• No shaved eyebrows
   

Any breach of uniform or appearance policy will be dealt with according to the school policy. 
Parents/carers will be contacted when deemed necessary. If any student is unable to attend 
the school due to a uniform or appearance issue, parents/carers must contact school to 
inform them. If the correct footwear is not worn an alternative may be provided. In this 
instance, students will be given required time to adhere to the policy. This will be given on a 
case-by-case basis by the Key Stage Leaders.

SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON CATHOLIC ACADEMY

NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL NEWS

‘Inspiring ambition and excellence, guided by Christ’
Telephone: 0115 9322896   |   Email: schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

mailto:schooloffice@sjh.srscmat.co.uk


Attendance Matters
Theme: “Rest Well — Return Ready”

As we head into the Easter break, this is the moment to 
pause, breathe, and reset. Time away from school is 
important — it gives pupils the chance to rest, recharge, 
and come back feeling more settled and ready to learn.
The first days back after a holiday matter. A strong start sets the tone for the whole term 
ahead. Good attendance from day one helps pupils reconnect with routines, re-engage with 
learning, and feel confident walking back through the door.

Every day in school after Easter will be one more:
• Lesson gained instead of lost
• Opportunity taken instead of missed
• Step forward rather than falling behind
Small choices early in the term make a big difference later.

Quote of the Week
“A good start changes everything.”

Holiday Mini Challenge
The “Reset and Ready” Challenge
Choose one simple goal for the break — something that helps make the return smoother:
• Get back into a regular sleep routine
• Organise school bag and uniform the day before returning
• Set one positive intention for the new term
• Talk together about what they’re looking forward to after Easter
One small reset now leads to a stronger start later.

Thank you for your continued support with attendance. We look forward to welcoming 
pupils back after the break — rested, ready, and prepared for a positive new term.
We’re here if you need us: attendance@sjh.srscmat.co.uk
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St Anne’s Knitting Group:
Please note we will be 
on  holiday 30.03.26 & 
06.04.26.  We will meet on 
13.04.26 7.00pm - 9.00pm in 
Ilkeston church House.  All 
welcome. Under 16's must be 
accompanied by an adult.  No 
charge.
We shared home made bread 
and brought our favourite 
topping this week.
'If were sitting were knitting!'

CAFOD Support:
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Fr Paul, Fr 
Joby and Fr Joseph for allowing us to meet for our Saint 
Anne's Knitting Group each Monday evening. We were able to 
meet earlier during Lent to share homemade bread and soup 
and make a donation to CAFOD. CAFOD was established in 
1960 when a group of women organised the first Family Fast 
Day to raise funds for a mother and baby health centre in 
Dominica. During our knitting sessions we often chat about 
Gospel Values and CST, we pray for each other, our families 
and the world we live in. Our knitting projects support our 
Common Home. It was a privilege to be part of supporting 
those in need around the world. Thank you, Alison, Janet, 
Tracey, Sue, Jenny, Frances, Andrew and Rachel.

Walsingham Pilgrimage 2026:
This Pilgrimage will take place on Saturday 20th June 2026. The cost is £20 per person which 
needs to be paid on booking. If you would like to go on the parish coach you can sign up on 
the sheet at the back of the churches. Rachel will not be attending this year because the 
First Holy Communion clashes with the Walsingham Pilgrimage but she is very happy to 
share information and support.
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Beauvale Pilgrimage:
Could you be the student in 2026 who carries 
our SJH banner at the Beauvale 
Pilgrimage? Simply email Rachel and ask to be 
considered. You do not need to be Catholic, you 
simply need to give your time with a good and 
gracious heart.
Please visit Beauvale over the Easter break and 
enjoy the peace and you could have a cup of 
tea in the tea rooms!
We know Beauvale Priory is where John 
Houghton lived and worked, we will celebrate 
his Feast Day in School and we have the 
opportunity to attend Mass with our diocese on 
Sunday 3rd May 2026 at 2.00pm our Lead Lay 
Chaplain, Jamie, will be at the Pilgrimage to 
support you.
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Thank you to the students who put their faith 
into action! We appreciate all you do for the 
good of others.

Lent:
The Word of the Week has been 'sacrifice' did 
you take a moment to thank someone who 
makes a sacrifice for you this week?
We can reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made and 
what it means for our lives.
Parish Ambassadors have been baking and 
these treats will go into our Local Community 
this weekend.
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Year 9 Mass:
Thank you to Fr Paul and Lee who celebrated and supported our Year 9 Mass. This was a 
wonderful gathering of staff and pupils leading the way. A special thank you to 9J who took 
the lead. We were encouraged to spend some time in prayer thinking about our Lenten 
journey so far and what we might do with the journey ahead.
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Catholic Life Induction:
Moving schools can be a 
challenge and here in SJH we 
give the time to welcome all 
our new staff and pupils to our 
school family. If you feel you 
would like more information 
about Catholic Education 
please email Rachel.

Stations of the Cross:
Thank you to all the 
students who have spent 
time in our Chapel and 
reflected on the Stations of 
the Cross. Lent is a hard 
journey but it can help us 
to grow closer to God.

Friendship:
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
the students who call into 
my room each week to say 
hello and offer a helping 
hand. Thank you!

CAFOD The Big Lent Walk:
Well done to all the students 
who have taken the time to 
walk with me for justice over 
Lent! Your steps will be added 
to the CAFOD Big Lent Walk!
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Safeguarding concerns please email safeguarding@sjh.srscmat.co.uk

Homework : 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/curriculum/homework/

School lunch menus: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/students/school-meals/

Free School Meals: Derbyshire -
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-
atschool/meals/school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

Link to School Calendar: 
https://www.stjohnhoughtonilkeston.srscmat.co.uk/news/calendar
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Easter holidays Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April 2026

May half term Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2026

Inset Day 5 Friday 3 July 2026

Last day of term Thursday 23 July 2026
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Inset day 1 Friday 4 September 2026

Inset day 2 Monday 7 September 2026

Years 7 & 11 return to school Tuesday 8 September 2026

All years return to school Wednesday 9 September 2026

October half term Monday 26 - Friday 30 October 2026

Inset day 3 Friday 27 November 2026

Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2026 – Friday 1 January 2027

February half term Monday 15 – Friday 19 February 2027

Inset Day 4 (Trust) Monday 22 February 2027

Easter holidays Friday 26 March – Friday 9 April 2027

May half term Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 2027

All years finish school Friday 23 July 2027

Inset Day 5 Monday 26 July 2027

2026-2027 School holidays and Inset Days: 
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